Volume 20 Number 2

4  HOMECOMING

The Friendly Caller of
Marysville United Methodist Church

February 22 , 2010

The season of Lent began with Ash Wednesday on February
17 and leads up to Easter Sunday on April 4". We hope that you

O wil join us for Sunday worship and our special mid-week worship

March 28: Palm Sunday :
April 1: Maundy Thursday : Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
April 2:  Good Friday : Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
The tenebrae service on Good Friday will feature a
beautiful choral work by Joseph Martin entitled

Worship at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.

TS “Song of the Shadows.”
h April 4:  Easter Sunday : Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:00
Ors p a.m. A joyous celebration of Christ’s resurrection
with music by Chancel Choir, Joye Bells, Brass, and
SC ed‘ﬂe organ at both services.

Preschool Silent Auction

The week of March 15 ™ through the 21 *' is how we are doing
things a little bit differently this year! Yes, we ARE having our
traditional fundraiser auction ~ this will be our 9" year!! However,
rather than having a live and silent auction on one single night, this
year we are having a silent auction only, and it will be spread out over
an entire week so as to give all church members and preschool parents
an opportunity to browse and shop!!

We would be so grateful for your help and support through
donations for the silent auction! Some items that have worked well in
the past are:

- Tickets to a Sports event

Theme Baskets such as: Gardening; Coffee; Spa;

Scrapbooking; Book Lover’s; Rubber Stamping, etc.

Weekend Getaways (think of the tax deduction!!)

Services such as: Landscaping; House-sitting; Painting, etc.

Antique (or new) Furniture

Music lessons; Yoga Lessons; Cooking Lessons

Dinner for 6 or 8 in your home! (This is a great way to get

together with friends AND support a great cause!)

Donations may be left in the Library marked clearly for
Preschool Auction. Thank you for your support and be sure to check
out the deals the week of March 15™ through the 211 Look for the
auction items on tables in the Green Room.

CleanSweep 2010
Coming March 20

Just in time for Lent!
Please mark your calendars for
“CleanSweep 2010” on
Saturday, March 20. More
information is coming on this
all-church service party to
clean, weed, dust, de-moss,
mop, mulch, cut, rake and mow
our church and grounds. Join in
the fun, fellowship and food in
preparing our church for the
Easter activities. See Jim
Kolthoff or Trustees for the
latest info. See you there!
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Tom'’s Thoughts

Since the journey of my study leave has
come to a close, I'm now focused ahead on our
“Journey of Hope” for Lent and Easter. However, |
am still learning about myself and my experience
the past month.

I've been asked many times, “How did you
enjoy your break... vacation ...
sabbatical...whatever you call it?” | have come to
hesitate a little at that point. Yes, | enjoyed it. Yes,
it was a great break. Lifting of the weekly deadline
for the sermon was indeed a blessing. However, |
also learned that writing is a challenge on many
levels.

First, it is hard work. | tried to write for at least
four hours a day. Like you, I've read about how
writers have to be disciplined about their approach
to writing. They get up early and write. |
discovered quickly that anything | wrote before
eleven in the morning needed to be redone. In fact,
| wrote best after dark. But, it was a challenge to
attempt to tie together a book-sized project rather
than a sermon or column.

Second, with that much time to think, |
experienced a real amount of questioning and
doubt that what | had to say was valuable. Asking
yourself after every paragraph, is it worth putting on
paper? Would someone benefit from reading this?
After three weeks, | was beginning to doubt and
guestion. The feedback | receive every Sunday in
your faces during the service and in your reflections
after are invaluable! Thank you!

Third, I've
come to love
the
Thesaurus on
my computer.
The subtlety
of the written
word make
writing an
adventure
that speaking
only can
approach.

As we
move down
the path
toward Holy Week, | hope that this Journey of Hope
we are on will be valuable to you.

Peace,
Pastor Tom

Called to A Mission Trip?

Several of you have asked me about upcoming
Mission trips for the church.

1. Sager Brown: A group of women are going
to Sager Brown UMCOR Depot in Baldwin, LA, to
work in the warehouse in April. Contact Kerry
Fairchild with questions.

2. Senior High Youth:  The youth are
probably headed to Costa Rica to work on a
UMVIM project the end of June. Contact Hanna
Rhee with questions.

3. Kenya? Pastor Tom is hoping to take a
group to Kenya in August. Interested? Talk with
him. The trip would be a “connectional” trip, the
work will not be brick and mortar, but making
connections with the church, university and people
of Kenya.

First UMC in Everett holds
Church Legacy Program

Everett First UMC has invited our
membership to attend their Church Legacy
Program. The program is a series of one-hour
presentations on the following subjects:

February 28 — Credit Cards and Scams
March 7 — Wills

March 14 — Five Wishes

March 21 — Endowments

These presentations will be from 11:45 a.m. to
12:45 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 3530
Colby Ave., Everett WA. For more information,
please call 425-259-7233.

Gifts and Memorials Grant

Are you graduating from high school in
June? Are you planning on furthering your
education? The Gifts and Memorials Committee will
be awarding two $500 grants for those needing
assistance in their quest for continued education
and training. Applications are available in the
church office. Completed applications must be
returned to the office by April 15, 2010.

Remember, if you would like to
contribute to this fund, or any of the other
programs the Gifts and Memorials Committee
aids, please consider making a gift. You may
designate your gift for a specific purpose or
you may leave it for the committee to decide.



Give to One Great Hour o f
Sharing : March 14, 2010

For some, refuge means a roof over their
heads and a safe place to sleep. For others it is the
security that food on the table, access to health
care, opportunity for education, or a job provides.

Through comprehensive programs that help
provide healing and hope for some of the world’s
most vulnerable people, UMCOR is there on your
behalf providing refuge to people in distress.

Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the
foundation of all UMCOR'’s work by covering the
costs of doing business. This means that all gifts
designated to specific programs can go 100% to
that program because UMCOR'’s basic expenses
are covered. Please give generously on March
14.

Musical Notes

The last several weeks, I've spent many
hours listening and reading through new Lenten
choral music and
selecting anthems for
the choir, so it follows
that the scenes of Jesus’
last days on earth can’t
help but come to mind.
On Good Friday, the
Chancel Choir will
present “Song of the
Shadows” by Joseph
Martin. Here are his
poetic words describing the “shadows” which
inspired him to write this beautiful cantata. May you
find it an inspiring meditation as | did.

“This earthly life of Christ began in
shadows. By the flickering of a candle flame in a
rugged stable, the Light of the World delivered
himself into our darkness.

In the shadows of ancient temples, we see
him preaching “let there be light,” and hope began
to live where once only despair and night had ruled.

In the shadows of an upper room, we see
him experiencing betrayal, but teaching the world
about forgiveness and servanthood.

In the midnight of Gethsemane, we see
Christ himself, struggling as we do with the
lengthening shadows of life, and still he teaches us
about obedience and sacrifice.

Past Pilate’s court we see Jesus walk
through the valley of the shadow of death as he
embraces the cross. Yet it is the silhouette of that

same cross which, cast onto the sands of time,
offers rest and shelter for those who are weary from
the journey. In that sacred shadow we discover our
faith. It is there we develop our night vision, trusting
God to be our guide.

Shall we walk together for awhile in the
shadow of the cross? It will not be an easy sojourn,
but we will not walk alone. As we confront the “dark
night of the soul,” we can always find comfort in
this: That wherever there are shadows, there is
also light.”

Singing Angels children’s choir will sing at
both services on February 21. Joye Bells will share
their beautiful sound at both services on March 7.

If you have an interest in joining these
groups, please let us know. You are welcome.
Singing Angels (K-5) rehearse on Wednesdays
4:15-5:00. Joye Bells rehearse Wednesdays at
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir welcomes new singers
anytime. Rehearsals are 7:00-8:30 Wednesdays.

If Song Team is where you'd like to be,
contact Neil Angst.

Thanks for your support of our music
programs! Let us know how we can serve you
better.

Blessings,
Judy Sjerven, Director of Music Ministries

The Color Purple

We are in the church season of Lent. Many
churches have purple paraments on the altar,
lectern and pulpit. Many pastors and choir
members wear purple stoles. Why purple?

In ancient times, purple garments were
expensive and hard to find. The dye came from
rare sea mollusks that had to be crushed to garner
their purple fluid. (One ounce of purple dye required
250,000 mollusks!) Then the right kind of fabric had
to be placed in the dye, dried and made into
clothing, which was time-consuming.

Generally, only wealthy people and
members of royalty could afford purple garments.
For example, in the story of the rich man and
Lazarus, the rich man “was dressed in purple and
fine linen” (Luke 16:19, NRSV).

Purple is used in church sanctuaries during
Advent and Lent because Christ is revered as the
King of Kings.



Endowment Committee Corner

Our Endowment Fund continues to grow
thanks to your generous
monthly gifts. Our
Endowment Fund can
receive gifts of real property.
There are favorable tax
advantages for gifts of long-
term appreciated real
property; the contributor
pays no capital gains tax on
the appreciation; a charitable contribution deduction
is allowed for the fair market value of the real estate
given to our Endowment Fund on the day it is
transferred by deed; and the value of the deduction
may be applied up to a given percent of the
contributor’'s adjusted gross in the gift year. If the
contributor cannot deduct the entire amount in the
gift year, the excess can be carried forward for a
number of succeeding years. If you should consider
such a gift, we would urge you to consult your own
tax advisors, since the tax rules can vary by
individual situations.

If you have questions about different types
of giving to the fund, please contact me.
~ Don Whitfield

Kloz 4 Kidz News

Sunday, March 7, Kloz-4-Kidz will have a
table in the hallway leading to the Green Room. We
will be selling donated items to help the Kloz-4-Kidz
Ministry. We would appreciate your donations of
bake sale items, new items, craft items, and misc.
We will sell between services. You can bring items
for our table and mark them for K4K.

Kloz-4-Kidz needs for the month of March:
boys and girls new socks, men’s and ladies new
socks, girls coats sizes 4-5-6. Please bring items to
church and place them in the box marked Kloz-4-
Kidz.

Kairos Cookies - It's that time

Goldie Fox e-mailed a message to church
people about Kairos cookies for Purdy needed in
March. John Fairchild and Dave Biles will be on
the Monroe team in April. We all need the
congregation's help; namely: 200 dozen for Purdy
and 200 dozen for Monroe. The Purdy cookies are
needed no later than Thursday March 18th. The
Monroe cookies are needed no later than Tuesday,
April 13.

Senior Dinner in  March

Senior Dinner will be served in the Green
Room on Sunday, March 28" following second
service. If you are a senior citizen, please join us!
Senior dinner is regularly held on the last Sunday of
every month and all of our seniors are welcome to
attend. One of the many groups here at the church
will prepare and serve a delicious meal.

Daylight
Savings
Time

Don't forget
that Daylight
Savings Time begins
early again this year
on March 14",

Be sure to
set your clocks
ahead one hour
before going to bed on Saturday, March 13",

Kairos Closing: Monroe, April 18

The Closing of Kairos at Monroe is on the
18th of April, BUT the request to attend needs to be
received in Auburn by mail or e-mail by Monday
MARCH 1st. Applications are available - check
with John Fairchild. Those attending the closing
will need to be at the prison in Monroe by 2:30 or
3pm on Sunday April 18th.

The red -faced usher

When an elderly woman asked a church
usher to seat her close to the pulpit, he tried to talk
her out of it. “If you sit up front, you won't be able to
sleep,” he said.

The woman looked the usher square in the
face and asked, “Do you know who | am?

“No, I don't,” he responded.

“Well,” she said firmly, “I'm the preacher’s
mother.”

Fully embarrassed, the usher asked, “Do
you know who | am?”

“No,” she answered.

“Good!” whispered the fellow. “Sit anywhere
you want.”



Preschool News....

March holds the promise of seeing our
planted seeds “Spring” forth from our beautiful new
raised garden beds! The students have planted
some wonderful early crops ~ radishes, peas and
lettuce. Inside the classrooms they are starting
corn, sunflower seeds, marigolds, beans, and
pumpkins! | love Spring Planting!! (And thank you
for helping keep hands and feet out of the garden
on weekends and in the evenings!).

March is also the month that we hold our
main fundraiser for the year. This year, for a
variety of reasons, we are trying something new ~
instead of a live auction, we will be having only a
Silent Auction, and it will take place in the Green
Room over the course of one entire week from
March 15™ through the 21%'. So many families
cannot make it to our Dinner/Live Auction event, so
we are hoping this will give many more of them the
opportunity to shop, admire the options, and of
course, donate generously! This will also give
many of YOU the opportunity to browse through the
great deals as well. Happy Shopping!

As | sit to write this morning, the excited and
anticipatory voices of our preschoolers are filling
the hallways ~ the Community Transit Bus has to
come visit us today! This is always a highlight for
both students and teachers alike....yet another one
of many for students of A Stable Beginning
Preschool!! May God Bless you always, and | must
go get on the busl!!

In Christ,
Melody De Lappe, Preschool Director

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed and
Calling All Cookies !

Do you enjoy coffee and cookies after
services each Sunday? If you do, there are ways to
help during this time of hospitality and fellowship.
One way is to sign up to assist with Coffee Hour.
Kim Clark and Ron Evensen will get the coffee
brewing, so all you will need to do is arrive 15
minutes before service to help set out cookies, pour
juice. Then after service be available to help with
hosting coffee hour by setting out more cookies as
needed, etc. There is a sign up sheet on a
clipboard on the island counter. Maybe you belong
to a small group or your family would like to host
Coffee Hour. We would greatly appreciate your
help. Another way to help with Coffee Hour is to
bake or purchase cookies. You may bring cookies
any Sunday and we will either use them that day, or
freeze them for future use. If you have any
guestions about helping with Coffee Hour, just ask.
We look forward to your help.
~ Ron Evensen, Kass and Kim Clark

United Methodist Wome n
AN INVITATION IS EXTENDED~
To all women to attend the United Methodist
Women’'s meeting on Wednesday, March, for a
discussion and video on the crisis in Darfur, Sudan.
The monthly meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. and will
be followed by a potluck luncheon. The Executive
meeting will be at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir Room.
For further information about any of our
meetings please contact Alyce Matson at 360-548-
3087 or Nancy Wolff at 360-659-9045.

Bloomers Circle

The Bloomers will meet on Monday, March
8™ at 11:45 a.m. We will be taking a McDonald'’s
lunch to the residents at Marysville Care Center.
We will carpool from the church.

Bloomers are a group of women of all ages
who gather to celebrate, share, and support one
another. Their goal is to add joy and happiness to
those around them, especially to the residents at
Marysville Care center, by doing something for
them on a monthly basis. Please call Marlene
Oliver at 360-653-1542 if you would like more
information.



? Bible Quiz ?

An Old Testament prophet wrote the following
words about Jesus: “He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep
that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open
his mouth.”

Who wrote those words?

A. Amos
B. Jonah
C. Jeremiah
D. Isaiah

Answer: D (See chapter 53, verse 7)

Support the Prayer Quilt Ministry

Sunday Brunch Group

Come and join us for
brunch Sunday, March 14"
right after second service. All
are invited and it is a great time
for us to get to know one
another.

We will be going for
brunch at Cedarcrest Golf
Course in Marysville.

For more information
you can talk to Joan Ricketts at
360-386-8226.

Thanks from Domestic Violence

Services of Snohomish County

On behalf of the thousands of clients we
work with at Domestic Violence Services, Thank
You for your donation. Every charitable contribution
plays a critical part in providing services to those
who suffer the devastating impact of domestic
violence. . .. Thank you for making a difference.
~ Vicci Hilty, Deputy Director

The Praying Hands Quilt group that creates the prayer quilts for members and friends of MUMC will be
selling note cards to support this ministry of our congregation. You can purchase a set of 6 beautiful cards with
photographs of some of our quilts for $10 a set. Each card contains a Bible verse inside and the story of our
group on the back cover. Proceeds from the sale of these cards will be used for the Praying Hands prayer quilt
ministry. They will be available at the Friendship Booth on Sunday mornings and in the church office during the

week. Thank you for your support!

Prayer Requests
Healing Scott Landre, Robin Pendley, Christopher Matson, Gayle Holland, Paul Brown, Charleen
Townsend, Brian Murril, Pat Fjarlie,, Ed Paup, Julie Weaver, Jack & Evelyn Skaggs,

Helen Corbell, Brigitte Kelley, Renee Joki, Meggi Ward

Grieving Family and friends of Peggy Olson
Family and friends of Jean Bornhoeft

World Prayer s For families going through times of crisis or struggling with unemployment

For our troops in Iragq and around the world and for our nation’s leadership




In Deuteronomy, Moses’ words to the children of Israel
remind us of spring, which brings growth and new life.
Use the flower code below to fill in the blanks, revealing Deuteronomy 32:2, NIV.
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